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BEST RATES IN TOWN...CLOSE TO CAMPUS!
ONLY $360.00 PER MONTH!
ALL MOVE IN FEES WAIVED
1909 Creason Drive  Bowling Green, KY 42101
270.846.1000
www.gableswku.com
The WKU off-campus housing web-
site has gained many providers since it’s 
launch. The website, created and run by 
the Student Government Association, 
recently underwent a layout redesign. 
Cory Dodds, director of information 
technology for SGA, said there are now 
32 listings on wkuoffcampus.com. More 
than a dozen are up on the website so far. 
Dodds said not all of the listings have 
been made “active” — or available by 
the housing providers — yet.
Current listings include properties on 
College, State and Chestnut streets.
Dodds recently designed and created 
an updated version of the website.
The new design for the layout basi-
cally makes it easier for students to use, 
Dodds said. 
There are a few small new features on 
the website, but the main difference is 
the layout.
“I designed the layout, but I’m just 
not happy with it,” Dodds said, regard-
ing the original layout. 
On the website, students can search 
for apartments, duplexes or houses. 
There is also an advanced function in 
which the search is based on more spe-
cifi c aspects, like whether a listing has a 
fi tness center or a pool.
Another possibility for the website 
would be to add a way for students to 
search for roommates, but that would re-
quire a different type of software, Dodds 
said. 
Executive Vice President Kendrick 
Bryan said he and Dodds are hoping to 
start a mail campaign to continue getting 
the word out about the website. Bryan 
also said he called most of the providers 
personally, with SGA’s offi ce associates 
helping to contact some of them.
“This is something that I’ve cam-
paigned on for two years, so I’m glad 
that we launched it,” Bryan said. “I think 
this is a service that benefi ts many stu-
dents.”
While Bryan helps out by calling 
potential providers, he said Dodds over-
sees the website itself.
“I’ve just been trying to get providers 
on board,” Bryan said.
Director of Public Relations Jane 
Wood said SGA will likely have hand-
bills and posters to advertise the website. 
Wood said she will also contact provid-
ers to see if they would be interested in 
advertising as well.
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While freshmen and sophomores are re-
quired to live in a dorm, upperclassmen have 
the option of moving off campus. 
Some upperclassman, however, chose to 
live on campus all four years. 
Glasgow senior John Alexander chose 
to stay on campus because of his friend, 
Glasgow senior Erin Napier. The two have 
lived together since their freshman year.
“I really value our friendship and how 
much fun we have living together,” he said. 
The two lived in Minton Hall as freshmen 
and have lived in Bates-Runner Hall for the 
past three years. 
Alexander enjoyed the community he had 
in Minton while he was there. 
That community became especially evi-
dent to Alexander after the “Great Minton 
Flood” happened while he lived there. The 
bathroom that caused the flood was next to 
his and Napier’s room. 
“The entire hall pulled together to try to 
keep everybody’s rooms from getting flood-
ed,” Alexander said. 
The one thing he dislikes about living on 
campus is some of the dorm rules. 
“If you have an apartment or a house, 
your space is a little bit bigger, and you can 
do what you want with it, and you don’t nec-
essarily get that on campus,” he said. 
Alexander understands rules are neces-
sary, but he knows that things like not hav-
ing alcohol and quiet hours don’t exist at 
apartment complexes. 
Despite the rules, Alexander said he will 
miss living on campus once he graduates. 
“I’ll miss everything about it,” he said. 
“I’ll miss the culture of being on campus.” 
While Alexander chose to live on campus, 
two underclassmen had different experienc-
es and now live off campus. 
Spencer Orlowski, a sophomore from Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., ran into trouble when he tried 
to move off-campus without being exempt. 
At the end of last year, Orlowski had a job 
in Bowling Green for the summer and had to 
lease an apartment so he would have a place 
to stay. 
The shortest lease lasted from June to the 
end of December, so Orlowski planned to 
live there as a sophomore. He was not aware 
of the housing requirement for sophomores 
and cancelled his dorm.  
As a result, he was fined $1,000.  How-
ever, his roommate and several other people 
Orlowski knew were not fined because they 
met the GPA requirements for being exempt 
from housing as a sophomore. 
Orlowski had a comparable GPA and, af-
ter appealing his situation to Housing and 
Residence Life twice, never received an an-
swer as to why he was fined.
During his freshman year, Orlowski lived 
in Minton. Not having control over the room 
temperature, hearing the loud people in his 
dorm and the dorm not feeling like a home 
all factored into him having a bad experi-
ence. 
“The whole justification that Housing and 
Residence Life gives for students living on 
campus is that it’s better for your education 
and that you meet people, but I feel that I 
didn’t meet anyone especially helpful to my 
education,” he said. 
Georgetown sophomore Sara Colvin lives 
off campus because she became exempt from 
the housing requirement due to her GPA. 
She now lives in an apartment in Thames 
Valley, but last year she lived in Rodes-Har-
lin Hall. 
Colvin worked three jobs, which was 
difficult during breaks because she had no 
place to stay. 
“I would always be the last person to 
leave the dorms and the first person to check 
in because I had to work,” she said.
Colvin said she likes living off campus 
because it’s a place she can grow into.
“I don’t have to keep moving in and out. 
I can stay there and get things accomplished 
in Bowling Green,” Colvin said. “I plan on 
staying here a pretty long time.”
Students discuss making living decisions
By KAYLA SWANSON    |    news@wkuherald.com
This is some-
thing that I’ve 
campaigned on 
for two years 
so I’m glad that 
we launched it. I 
think this is a ser-
vice that benefi ts 
many students."
—KENDRICK BRYAN
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I came to that conclusion when I turned 
21 and realized that all of the milestone 
birthdays I have ahead of me — 30, 40, 50 
— aren’t birthdays people look forward to.
Since I’m now offi cially old, I think it’s time 
that I do what old people do — sign a lease.
Currently, I’m a junior who resides in a 
cozy corner room in Southwest Hall. This is 
my third dorm in three years, and I’ve found 
myself loving it less and less each year.
As a freshman, the fourth fl oor of Min-
ton Hall was great. We had potlucks, game 
nights, dinner outings and were immersed in 
our Honors College friends. Plus, I could roll 
out of bed 15 minutes before class and still 
get there on time.
As a sophomore, I made the move to 
Bates-Runner Hall, where I lived with a best 
friend. You know how people say, ‘Don’t 
live with your best friend — you’ll regret it’? 
Yeah, I regretted it. When all was said and 
done, we were barely speaking, although I’m 
happy to report things have improved since 
we no longer live in such close quarters.
As a junior, I’m wrapping up my third 
year on campus. My third year of Swiffering 
up my roommates’ hair, of cramped quarters, 
of rooms that are never quite the right tem-
perature.
There’s just been something about this 
year, and I don’t know what it is, but the 
magic of on-campus living has worn off.
I’m sick of having to check in my friends. 
I’m sick of hearing music at all hours of the 
day from the deejay-
wannabes who live 
above me. I’m sick 
of not being able to 
keep a six-pack in my 
refrigerator (not that 
there’s room for that 
in a mini-fridge any-
way).
Nothing is for 
sure yet, but there’s 
a perfect little two-
bedroom house right 
off campus that is just 
calling my name. I 
can only imagine how great it’ll look once I 
browse Pinterest for decorating tips.
I can’t stop thinking of all the things that 
will be so nice about off-campus living. I 
won’t have to fi ght for parking. I’ll be able to 
cook. I’ll have my own room. 
So I’ll sign that lease. I’ll pay bills. I’ll 
deal with a landlord.
After all, I’m 21. Isn’t it fi nally time that I 





New on campus housing apartments 
■ Fully furnished with a leather couch, 
coff ee table, bar stools, full-size bed, 
dresser and nightstand
■ Stainless steel appliances — refrigera-
tor, stove, dishwasher
■ Washer and dryer
■ Crown molding
■ Granite counter tops
■ Utility closet
■ Closets in bedroom with wire shelving
■ Tiled bathrooms
■ Ceiling fans in living room and bed-
rooms
■ Window blinds
■ Covered parking in the new garage 
(a student housing parking permit is 
required)
 Source: HRL’s website
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Sorority women have lined the fl oors of 
Meredith Hall since it opened in 1992, said 
Kit Tolbert, director of Housing Operations.
Meredith Hall will continue to house 
sorority women for the fall 2012 semester. 
Tolbert said Alpha Omicron Pi, Chi Omega, 
Phi Mu and Alpha Xi Delta sororities have 
already been granted space. 
“Each sorority is responsible for fi lling 
their beds with members,” she said. “Now 
that the hall has four sororities, there will not 
be room for non-sorority members to live 
there.”
Louisville sophomore Natalie Broderick 
is a member of Chi O’s spring 2011 pledge 
class. Her sorority has a four-semester hous-
ing requirement.
“It creates an opportunity to bring sisters 
closer by living together,” Broderick said. 
That is a mutual feeling for Louisville 
freshman Abby Blandford who will move 
into Meredith next semester. Blandford said 
she is required to complete a two-semester 
housing requirement as a member of the fall 
2011 Phi Mu pledge class. 
“I am excited about living in Meredith be-
cause there will always be a familiar face in 
the hall,” Blandford said. “Also, I am excited 
to get to know my sisters on a more homey 
level.”
The dorm’s suite-style format allows for 
four girls to share one bathroom. The carpet-
ed, drywall rooms are available to all upper-
classmen with some freshmen exceptions.
“First-time freshmen are not eligible to 
live in Meredith their fi rst semester,” Tolbert 
said. 
Because the hall is fi lled with sorority 
women, Broderick said it is a fun and excit-
ing environment to live in.
“You always know what is going on,” 
Broderick said. 
Not only do residents know what’s going 
on, Blandford said Meredith Hall also pro-
vides convenience when they have meetings. 
AOPi, Chi O and Phi Mu all have chapter 
rooms in Meredith that provide the sororities 
a place to hold meetings and other chapter 
gatherings. 
Despite its perks of bringing together so-
rority members and providing an exciting, 
convenient place to live, Meredith Hall is lo-
cated on the south end of campus. The dorm 
is the second-most southern dorm on campus 
after Zacharias Hall. 
“I feel a little uneasy about the distance to 
my classes,” Blandford said. 
Tolbert said all sorority members, outside 
of fi rst-semester freshmen, are able to live in 
Meredith Hall.
“Each sorority provides a list of members 
to live in the hall,” Tolbert said. 
If interested in living in Meredith Hall, 
contact your sorority’s housing chair to se-
cure a spot.
By SIDNEY BLANFORD    |    diversions@wkuherald.com
Four sororities will fill 
all rooms in Meredith 
Hall in fall semester
ABBY O’BRYAN/HERALD
Murray sophomore Hannah Boone has been living in Meredith Hall for the past two semesters. 
Boone is a member of the Alpha Omicron Pi Sorority and has turned her typical dorm room into a 
room of her own. “I love living with all my best friends,” Boone said.
I am excited about 
living in Meredith 
because there will 
always be a familiar 
face in the hall. Also, 
I am excited to get to 






Tues. - Sat. 10a m - 6 pm
Sunday 12pm - 4 pm
Unbeatable Selection
Unbeatable Prices
Furniture Show Samples 
of All Types
DINING, PUB SETS, BAR STOOLS, BEDS,
DAYBEDS, BUNK BEDS, 
MATTRESSES & IRON BEDS, 
OUTDOOR & SUNROOM 
FURNITURE
90 Days - 12 Months
Same As Cash Financing
2505 Russellville Rd. 
(270) 782-5619
15% OFF WITH COLLEGE ID!
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ED
$299
Harmony Queen Sleigh Bed
B208-78-77
$299
Wilmington Queen Sleigh Bed
B178-74-77-96
$299
Janel Queen Sleigh Bed
B443-81-96
LIKE   US   ON   FACEBOOK
& Receive a FREE Throw with any 
$399 Purchase!
www.UnitedFurnitureAppliance.com
Service with a Smile 
For Over 66 Years!




Sage Sofa Sable Sofa
Students who want the freedom of living 
off campus and the security that comes with 
living in a dorm now have a happy medium.
The WKU Apartments at 1302 Kentucky 
Street will allow students to sign a lease 
through the department of Housing and 
Residence Life to live in a two-bedroom 
unit.
The 36 units, which will open in the fall, 
will wrap around the new parking structure 
on the corner of 13th avenue and Kentucky 
Street. There are 72 spots for rising junior 
and senior students to select from during 
housing renewal week.
The lease will be an 11-month contract 
with the option for 12 months. Each renter 
will pay $425 per month, which includes 
cable and Internet and a $40 allowance 
built in for utilities. The units will be fur-
nished and boast new appliances, including 
a washer and dryer.
 Housing scholarships can transfer to the 
apartments, but full housing scholarships 
won’t pay for more than the cost of living in 
a dorm, said Kit Tolbert, director of Hous-
ing Operations.
Registration for the apartments opened 
at 7 a.m. on Feb. 27 for rising seniors. All 
36 units fi lled up within eight minutes, ac-
cording to a message from HRL.
HRL Director Brian Kuster said stu-
dents have repeatedly requested off-campus 
apartments.
“That’s something that students have 
told us — ‘We want that opportunity to 
live off campus and have that experience,’” 
Kuster said. “Parents, I think, will feel bet-
ter leasing from the university as opposed to 
an apartment complex.”
The apartments will feature a coordina-
tor, similar to a hall director, but will not 
be under the same rules as students in other 
styles of housing.
The apartment coordinator, Minnette 
Huck, said she will be in the building to 
help students with maintenance issues or 
noisy neighbors.
“I’ll be there as a resource for the stu-
dents that live there,” she said.
Huck said the apartments won’t have 
safety checks that happen in other build-
ings, and alcohol will be permitted for stu-
dents over the age of 21.
Leah Beth Dublin, a junior from Cuba, 
Ky., was one of the students who got into 
the apartments. She woke up at 6:30 a.m. to 
prepare for the registration.
“We had the T.V. on because they go on 
international time,” Dublin said.
As soon as The Today Show came on, 
Dublin said she went to TopNet.
Dublin said she had the registration web-
site on two different browsers in case there 
was any issue.
As soon as she clicked the fi rst available 
apartment, room 203, Dublin said she got 
an error message. But she used her other 
browser and was able to get a room in the 
apartments and move a friend in with her.
“This was all in the span of a minute, 
probably,” she said.
Other errors caused students to get 
locked out of the apartments.
Louisville junior Aaron Daley was 
kicked off the system for not having enough 
Honors credits, even though the apartments 
aren’t considered Honors housing.
Daley said he didn’t know that his Hon-
ors credits would factor into getting into an 
apartment. 
“Being in Honors actually hurt,” he said.
Daley went to HRL and put his name on 
a waiting list for the apartments, after he ex-
plained what happened.
Daley and other Honors students were 
able to get into apartments the following 
day because the Honors College had set 
aside rooms so people like Daley would be 
able to live in them.
Any eligible junior or senior student can 
put their name on the waiting list.
“I don’t know if anything will open up, 
but if it’s like on-campus housing, people 
will sign up and then change their mind, 
or something will happen and they’ll 
have to back out,” Tolbert said. “We just 
wanted to have some people waiting just 
in case.”
New campus housing adds 
choices for upperclassmen
By MICHAEL McKAY    |    news@wkuherald.com
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Be honest: When you signed your lease, 
did you take more than a few seconds to 
glance through the fi ne print? If the answer 
is no, then you’re not alone. 
When we conducted that same survey in 
my Property Law class, you could count the 
number of students who read their lease thor-
oughly on one hand! Seriously, who takes 
the time to go through twenty-plus pages of 
fi ne print and legal jargon? No one does, un-
less of course you’re an attorney who is get-
ting paid to do it. 
Well, I have some good news and some 
bad news for you. The bad news (which 
you know always comes fi rst): A lease is a 
binding contract, and by signing it, you have 
agreed to the terms of the lease. So when you 
call your landlord and ask them why they 
haven’t mowed the lawn, and they tell you 
that “per the lease agreement you assumed 
responsibility for yard maintenance”, guess 
who is liable for cutting the grass? That’s 
right, even though you never read that in the 
lease, you’re stuck with it.
I know what you’re probably thinking. 
Couldn’t landlords just put anything they 
wanted in a lease and take advantage of na-
ïve college students? Well that’s the good 
news: They can’t. There are certain things 
that the landlord will always be obligated to 
do and can never waive in a lease. 
In short, a landlord must keep the prem-
ises in a fi t and habitable condition, as well 
as maintain in good and safe working order 
all plumbing, sanitary, heating, ventilat-
ing, air-conditioning and electrical facilities 
that they supply. So if 
you’re without heat in 
winter or air condition-
ing in the summer, then 
it’s time to do some-
thing. 
First, call your land-
lord to let them know 
about the problem. 
After you call, always 
make sure to follow up 
with your complaint in 
writing. It shows them 
that you’re serious 
about getting the prob-
lem fi xed, and it’s necessary if you need to 
take your complaint to the next level. A land-
lord is much more likely to take care of the 
problem if they know there is a paper trail.   
If the landlord either refuses to fi x the 
problem, or takes more than a reasonable 
amount of time to get around to it, then it’s 
time to take the next step. Now unless you 
have a friend or relative who is an attorney, 
you probably don’t have a clue what to do 
about this. Thankfully, there are resources 
available to tenants to help guide them 
through this process. Kentucky Legal Aid 
and Tenant Services and Housing Counsel-
ing of Lexington both have informative web-
sites with contact information for how to get 
in touch with them.
Remember, you’re paying rent, so make 
sure you get your money’s worth. Don’t let 
yourself be bullied by a slumlord preying on 
college students. 
Guthrie senior Sedrick Fykes, a former 
resident assistant, said he was annoyed at 
the knock on his door around 3 a.m. His 
sleep had been disrupted by one of his resi-
dents, who claimed that a bathroom in the 
building was fl ooded with water.
“I went to check it out to see if they were 
exaggerating,” Fykes said.
When he arrived on the scene, Fykes said 
the resident’s alarm was justifi ed. A tap had 
been ripped off the wall and was spewing 
water throughout the bathroom.
Louisville senior Chris Inman, a fellow 
RA, was soon notifi ed. The fl ooded bath-
room was on his fl oor.
“It was a geyser,” Inman said. “It was 
seriously spraying up six inches from the 
ceiling.”
This is just one incident of the horror sto-
ries former RAs have lived to tell on WKU’s 
campus.
Both Fykes and Inman were RAs in 
Barnes-Campbell Hall for the 2009-2010 
and 2010-2011 school years.
Both chose the job because they wanted 
to interact with other students.
“I liked the idea of working right where 
I live,” Inman said. “And it’s a people job.”
Yet, both were surprised with the work-
load once they were on the job.
“You kind of always have to be on your 
toes,” Inman said.
Inman and Fykes said they dealt with in-
juries, property damages and student behav-
ior on top of the planning and organizing of 
being an RA.
Fykes remembered a time when he took 
one of his residents to the emergency room 
after an unlikely accident.
Fykes said three of his residents were 
joking around with his keys when one of the 
residents dropped them on the ground. Two 
residents bent down to pick them up and had 
a head-on collision.
“One of them was bleeding, and he was 
freaking out,” Fykes said. “He said, ‘Sed-
rick, take me to the hospital.’”
Three hours and six stitches later, Fykes 
said he was closer to his residents than ever 
before.
Becca Schaefer, a recent graduate of 
WKU, who was an RA in Pearce-Ford Tow-
er for the 2009-2010 and 2010-2011 school 
years, said she remembers more than just 
the scary stories.
Her fi rst year as an RA, she was sick 
with a cold. After briefl y leaving her room, 
Schaefer came back to fi nd residents had 
taped crackers and tissues to her door.
The next year, her residents pranked her 
door for her 21st birthday while she was 
sleeping.
Schaefer said they found a piece of pa-
per to cover her doorframe and stuffed the 
space between the frame and her door with 
crumpled newspapers, using the large sheet 
of paper as a barrier.
When she woke up, she opened her door 
to the surprise.
“There was paper everywhere,” Schaefer 
said.
Now that Fykes and Inman are out of the 
dorms and living in off-campus apartments, 
they said they miss certain parts of their old 
jobs.
“I always liked being able to open my 
door or go down to the front desk and see 
people,” Inman said.




Former RAs reminisce about the past
By ANNA ANDERSON    |    diversions@wkuherald.com
I always liked 
being able to 
open my door or 
go down to the 
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By JOHNATHON HUDGINS    |    news@wkuherald.com
Location: 2602 Navajo Drive, near the 
Kroger shopping center on Campbell Lane
Bedrooms: Two-bedroom, two-
bathroom and three-bedroom, three-
bathroom
Monthly rent: Two-bedroom, two- 
bathroom (unfurnished): $440, three-
bedroom, three-bathroom (unfurnished): 
$365; furnished apartments are $35 
more per month
Rent includes: Basic cable, high-speed 
Internet and utilities, with a $30 cap on 
electricity per person, per apartment
Leases: Individual, with six-, 10- and 
12-month leases available, as well as 
roommate matching service for those 
who need it
Other fees: $30 application fee, $200 
deposit and $99 move-in fee
Amenities: Washer and dryer, pool, 
half-court basketball court, tanning bed, 
game room, computer lab and fi tness 
center
Pets: Not allowed
Location: 2426 Thoroughbred 
Drive, near Bowling Green 
Junior High
Bedrooms: Fully furnished 
three-bedroom, three bath-
room and four-bedroom, four-
bathroom
Monthly rent:  Three-bed-
room, three-bathroom: $395. 
Four-bedroom, four-bath-
room: $380
Rent includes: Cable with 
HBO, high-speed Internet and 
utilities, with a $40 cap on 
electricity per person
Leases: Individual, with 
12-month and six-month ($50 
more a month) leases avail-
able, as well as roommate 
matching service for those 
who need it
Other fees: $99 application, 
$50 redecoration fee and a se-
curity deposit that is normally 
not required, depending on 
credit history
Amenities: Washer and 
dryer, pool, sundeck, hot 
tub, fi tness center, computer 
lab, two tanning beds and 
game room that includes 
pool tables, air hockey and 
foosball
Pets: $25 per month with a 
one-time $300 pet fee
Location: 1909 Creason Drive, near 
campus
Bedrooms: Fully furnished four-
bedroom, two-bathroom 
Monthly rent: $360 
Rent includes: Extended cable, high-
speed Internet and utilities, with a 
$30 cap on electricity per person, per 
apartment
Leases: Individual, with 12-month 
leases and roommate matching for 
those who need it
Other fees: $45 application, $100 
administration fee and deposit that is 
waived with an appropriate cosigner
Amenities: Washer and dryer, pool, 
hot tub, computer lab and fi tness center
Pets: Not allowed
Location: 720 Patton Way, near the 
Kroger shopping center on Campbell 
Lane
Bedrooms: Fully furnished two-bed-
room, two-bathroom and four-bedroom, 
four-bathroom 
Monthly rent: two-bedroom, two-
bathroom: $491. Four-bedroom, 
four-bathroom: $350. Leather up-
grade is $14 more per month
Rent includes: Basic cable, high-
speed Internet and utilities, with a 
$20 cap on electricity per person, 
per apartment
Leases: Individual, with 12-month 
leases and roommate matching for those 
who need it
Other fees: $45 application fee, 
$200 service fee and deposit that 
is equal to two months’ rent, which 
may be waived with appropriate 
cosigner
Amenities: Washer and dryer, 
pool, sand pit volleyball court, 
basketball goal and a clubhouse 
that includes a fitness center, tan-
ning dome and game room that is 
equipped with Ping-Pong and pool 
table.
Pets: Not allowed
Location: 103 Old Morgantown 
Road, across from campus
Bedrooms: Fully furnished two-
bedroom, two-bathroom and four-
bedroom, four-bathroom
Monthly rent: Two-bedroom, two-
bathroom: $590. Four-bedroom, four-
bathroom: $419
Rent includes: Basic cable, high-speed 
Internet and utilities, with a $25 cap on 
electricity per person, per apartment
Leases: Individual, with 12-month 
leases and roommate matching for 
those who need it
Other fees: $50 application fee, 
$225 administration fee and $250 
deposit, as well as a $10 per person, 
per month fee for television rental for 
those who need it
Amenities: Washer and dryer, fi tness 
center, two tanning beds, a Ping-Pong 
table, air hockey and cyber cafe with 
computer access. A new pool should 
also be available this summer.
Pets: $15 extra a month with a one-
time $350 fee
The Pointe at Western
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